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Maria Theresa was glad to change the old-fashioned
administrative system prevailing in the Chancellor's
office, but she shrank from removing Bartenstein from
his post as secretary to the Conference. She knew,
however, that Kaunitz meant what he said. He was
in a mood when he did not care whether he was Chancellor
or not, he was like a stubborn child, and if he did not
get what he wanted, he might retire to his estates in
the country. So Bartenstein was finally appointed to
a nominal position, that of Vice-Chancellor of her
Directorium, the central office dealing with the affairs
of the various countries in the Empire, and Kaunitz
became the Chancellor.
Kaunitz continued to fret, he emphasised that his
appointment was to be a temporary one. If he should
suddenly weary of his new responsibilities, if he should
be taken ill, he wanted to feel free to leave his post at
once at any time. It was typical of him that after all
this fuss he remained in office, under her and her sons,
for almost forty years.
Shortly after his return to Austria, Kaunitz was also
appointed to a non-political post. Maria Theresa chose
him as the chairman of the Chastity Commission, the
Keuschheits-Kommission, which she founded in 1753*
Her puritanism had now found a concrete expression.
For a long time she had been outraged by what she
considered the low standards of sexual morality of many
of her subjects, and she was determined to improve these
conditions. She had no sense of humour whatsoever
about morality; it did not strike her in the least odd
that Kaunitz who, so she must have known, was very
fond of women, should help her persecute men and
women who were not joined together in holy wedlock.

